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Decolonising the History
Curriculum

Euro-centrism and Primary Schooling
Calls for the decolonisation of the Key stage 2 national history curriculum
Centres the author’s Black-British identity by exploring narrative and
biographical methodologies
Illuminates the potential for transformative change for minority-ethnic children
who are often marginalised by the national curriculum
“This is an important book at a time when colleagues across education are scrutinising their work, seeking
to increase diversity and to build a balanced equitable learning experience for all… I recommend this book
to all those training to teach and to those keen to revisit their predisposed assumptions about what should
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be taught in the primary history curriculum.”
—Dame Alison Peacock, Chief Executive, The Chartered College of Teaching, UK
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“This book is a timely, and above all, practical guide to the transformation of Britain’s primary school
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history curriculum. It will be an invaluable tool for teachers and trainers as well as a map for future debates
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over the importance of history in the making of national identity.”
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eBook

—Professor Paul Gilroy, Institute of Advanced Studies, University College London, UK
“This book is essential reading for primary school teachers… Decolonising the history curriculum speaks
directly to the need for a reclaiming of the purpose of education from neoliberal and neoconservative
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agendas to trauma-sensitive social justice agendas that enable children to recognise and reckon with our

springer.com/shop

collective past in order to construct a better future.”
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—Camile Kumar, Race Equality Policy Specialist, National Education Union, UK
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This book calls for a reconceptualisation and decolonisation of the Key Stage 2 national history
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curriculum. The author applies a range of theories in his research with White-British primary school
teachers to show how decolonising the history curriculum can generate new knowledge for all, in the
face of imposed Eurocentric starting points for teaching and learning in history, and dominant whitecultural attitudes in primary school education. Through both narrative and biographical
methodologies, the author presents how teaching and learning Black-British history in schools can be
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achieved, and centres his Black-British identity and minority-ethnic group experience alongside the
immigrant Black-Jamaican perspective of his mother to support a framework of critical thinking of
curriculum decolonisation. This book illustrates the potential of transformative thinking and action
that can be employed as social justice for minority-ethnic group children who are marginalized in their
educational development and learning by the dominant discourses of British history, national building
and national identity.
Marlon Lee Moncrieffe is Doctor of Education at the School of Education, University of Brighton, UK.
He has worked in Primary School Education and Higher Education for over twenty years. His academic
research focuses on 20th century Black-British lives, experiences, and histories for advancing teaching,
learning and education for all.

Order online at springer.com / or for the Americas call (toll free) 1-800-SPRINGER /
or email us at: customerservice@springernature.com. / For outside the Americas call +49 (0) 6221-345-4301 /
or email us at: customerservice@springernature.com.
The first € price and the £ and $ price are net prices, subject to local VAT. Prices indicated with [1] include VAT for
books; the €(D) includes 7% for Germany, the €(A) includes 10% for Austria. Prices indicated with [2] include VAT for
electronic products; 19% for Germany, 20% for Austria. All prices exclusive of carriage charges. Prices and other
details are subject to change without notice. All errors and omissions excepted. [3] No discount for MyCopy.

Part of

